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MEMORY VERSE
“Elizabeth said to Mary: ‘Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb."”

Lk 1:42

HOC THUOC LONG

“Ba E-li-sa-bét ndi véi Bdc Maria: “Em duoc
chuc phuc hon moi ngudi phu ni, va ngudi
con em dang cuu mang cung duoc chudc

phuac.””

Lc 1.42



FIRST READING
(Mi &:1-4a)
A Reading from the Book of Micah:

Thus says the LORD: You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah
too small to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to
be ruler in Israel; whose origin is from of old,
from ancient times. Therefore the Lord will give
them up, until the tfime when she who is to give
birth has borne, and the rest of his kindred shall
return to the children of Israel. He shall stand
firm and shepherd his flock by the strength of
the LORD, in the magjestic name of the LORD,
his God; and they shall remain, for now his
greatness shall reach to the ends of the earth;
he shall be peace.

The Word of the Lord.

BAI DOC |
(Mk 5,1-4a)

Trich Sach Tién Tri Mi-kha:

Phdn nguoi, héi Bé-lem Ep-ra-tha, nguci nhd
bé nhat trong cdc thi téc Giu-da, tr noi nguoi,
Ta sé& cho xudt hién mot vi cd st mang théng
l&nh ft-ra-en. Ngudn géc clia Ngudi cé i thoi
frudce, 1t thud xa xua. Vi thé, bdc Chua sé bd
mdc [t-ra-en cho dén thdi mét phu ni sinh
con. Bdy gi® nhing anh em séng sét cla
ngudi con doé sé trd vé véi con cdi lt-ra-en.
Ngudi s& dua vao quyén luc DUC CHUA, vao
uy danh BUC CHUA, Thién Chua cla Ngudi
ma dung lén chan ddt ho. Ho sé duoc an cu
lac nghiép, vi bdy gi®d quyén luc Ngudi sé trdi
rong ra dén tén cung coi dat. Chinh Ngudi sé
dem lai hod binh.

D6 Ia Léi Chua.



SECOND READING
(Heb 10:5-10)

A Reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the
Hebrews:

Brothers and sisters: When Christ came into the
world, he said: “Sacrifice and offering you did
not desire, but a body you prepared for me; in
holocausts and sin offerings you took no
delight. Then | said, "As is written of me in the
scroll, behold, | come to do your will, O God."”

First he says, “Sacrifices and offerings,
holocausts and sin offerings, you neither
desired nor delighted in.” These are offered
according to the law. Then he says, "Behold, |
come to do your will.” He takes away the first
to establish the second. By this “will,” we have
been consecrated through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for alll.

The Word of the Lord.

BAI DOC I
(Dt 10,5-10)

Trich Thu Cda Thanh Phao-l6 GUi Tin Hiu Do
Thdai:

Anh em than mén, khi vao trdn gian, Duc Kitd
ndi: Chua da khoéng ua hy 1é va hién t&, nhung
da tao cho con mét than thé. Chua cung
chdng thich 1& toan thiéu va & x& téi. Bdy gid
con mdi thua: Lay Thién Chua, ndy con day,
con dén dé thuc thi y Ngdi, nhu Sach Thanh
da chép vé con.

Trudc hét, Buc Kitd ndi: Hy 1& va hién 1€, 1&
toan thieu va 1& x& 16i, Chda da chdng ua,
chdng thich, ma dé chinh I& nhimg tha caa 1&
duoc dang tién theo Lé Ludt truyén. ROi Ngudi
noéi: Nay con day, con dén dé thuc thiy Ngai.
Thé I& Ngudi bdi bd cdc 1é té cu ma thiét Iap
I& t& mdi. Theo y do, chung ta duoc thdnh hod
nh& Duc Giésu Kitd da hién dang thédn minh
l&dm 1& t&, chi mot 1an & dd.

D6 Ia Léi Chua.



GOSPEL
(Lk 1:39-45)

The Gospel According to St. Luke:

Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in
haste to a fown of Judah, where she entered
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the
infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth,
filed with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud
voice and said, “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.
And how does this happen to me, that the
mother of my Lord should come to me? For at
the moment the sound of your greeting
reached my ears, the infant in my womb
leaped for joy. Blessed are you who believed
that what was spoken to you by the Lord
would be fulfilled.”

The Word of the Lord.

PHUC AM
(Lc 1,39-45)
Tin Mimg Chua Giésu theo Thanh Lu-ca:

HGI Ay, ba Ma-ri-a voi va lén dudng, dén mién
NnUi, vao moét thanh thudc chi toc Giu-da. Bd
vao nhda éng Da-ca-ri-a va chdo haéi ba E-li-sa-
bét. Ba E-li-sa-bét vira nghe tiéng bd Ma-ri-a
chdo, thi dda con trong bung nhdy lén, va ba
duoc ddy tran Thanh Than, lién kéu 16n tiéng
va ndéi rdng: “Em duoc chuc phidc hon moi
ngudi phu ni, va ngudi con em dang cuu
mang cung duoc chuc phuc. Bsi ddu téi duoc
Than Mé&u Chua toi dén vai t6i thé nday? Vi ndy
day, tai téi vira nghe tiéng em chdo, thi dda
con frong bung d& nhdy lén vui sudéng. Em
that co phuc, vi da tin rdng Chua sé thuc hién
nhing gi Ngudi da néi véi em.”

Dd 1d Lo Chua.



Fill in the B4

1 Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town of . where
' she entered the house of and greeted

5 When Elizabeth heard , the infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filed
' with , cried out in a loud voice: “Blessed are you among women...”

TRUE 0R FALSE

Mary said: "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of
3. your womb. And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my
Lord should come to me.”

4, Mary set out and fraveled to the city in haste to a town of Joseph.

UNDERLINE the correct answer(s)

Who is Elizabeth?

5. A. Elizabeth is Mary’s very good friend.
B. Elizabeth is Mary’s cousin.
C. Elizabethis Mary’s neighbor.

What did happen when Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting?

A. She was extremely joyful.

B. The infant in her womb leaped for joy.
C. She was filled with the Holy Spirit.

D. All of the above.



Didn vio chd TRUNG

HOI dy, bd Ma-ri-a voi va 1én dudng, dén mién nui, vao moét thanh thudc chi toc

. Bd vdo nha éng vd chdo hdi bd
Ba E-li-sa-bét via nghe tiéng , thi dra con trong bung nhdy 1én, va bd
2- P ~ LR ~ <z e w - i "
duoc day trdn ,lien kéu 16n tiéng: “"Em duoc chuc phdc...
DUNG Hay SAI

Ba Ma-ri-a néi: “Em duogc chic phdc hon moi ngudi phu ni, vé ngudi
3. con em dang cuu mang cung dugc chuc phuc. Bdi dau téi duoc
Than Mdau Chua toi dén véi 16i thé ndy.”

HOI dy, bd Ma-ri-a voi va lén dudng, dén moét thanh phd, vao mot
thdnh thudc chi téc Giuse.

GACH DUOI cau tra lai dang:

Ba E-li-sa-bét 1a ai?

5 A. L& ban rat than cda Bac Ma-ri-a.
B. L& ngudi chiho clia buc Ma-ri-a.
E. L& hdang xém clia buc Ma-ri-a.

Chuyén gi da xdy ra khi ba E-li-sa-bét nghe 161 chdo cla Duc Ma-ri-
a?

Ba E-li-sa-bét cdm thdy vui mung.

Hai nhi tfrong ldng bd nhdy ming.

Ba E-li-sa-bét duoc tran ddy Chda Thanh Than.
Tat cd déu aung.
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ZECHARIAH
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MEMORY VERSE
“Elizabeth said to Mary: ‘Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb."”
Lk 1:42

HOC THU()C LONG
“B& E-li-sa-bét ndi véi Dlic Maria: ‘Em duoc
chuc phdc hon moi ngudi phu N, va NQudi
con em dang cuu mang cung duoc chdc
phuc.””

Lc 1.42
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KEY WORDS

TRAVELED JUDAH
ELIZABETH INFANT
WOMB HOLY SPIRIT
WOMEN FRUIT
LORD GREETING



REFLECTIONS

FIRST READING

When the prophet Micah proclaimed the coming of a
shepherd-king, the Israelites in Jerusalem were under attack.
Their enemies, the Assyrians, were ready to “wipe them out.” | peace of Jesus?

So the good news that God would send them a strong and How ecan you bring that peace
just ruler was music to their ears. Their king would be born in
Bethlehem - a small, unimportant town — of the royal family of | 10 others?
David. And he would bring lasting peace.

When have you experienced the

After the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christiaon community recognized that these words of
Micah were a wonderful description of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.

If Jesus came to bring peace, why do we still have war in our world? Why do we sometimes
experience a lack of peace in our lives — in our families, among our friends, or in relationships with
other people?

When have you experienced the peace of Jesus? How can you bring that peace to others?

During these final days of Advent, how will you show that you are a follower of the Prince of
Peace?

SECOND READING

One of the messages in today’s second reading is that we should recognize how the perfect
sacrifice of Jesus differs from the sacrifices of the Old Testament. Those sacrifices were often
offerings of animails. Jesus' sacrifice was the offering of himself,

Giving yourself — your time, talents, and love —is the greatest gift you can offer to others. Reflect
for a moment on how willing you are to give this gift. Ask Jesus to help you o follow his example.

We often think of God’s will as something hard to do. What if
"God’s will” meant something that exactly fit the talents and
abilities God gave you? Does God’s will always mean big
your everyday life? things or major decisions? How can you do God’s will in your
everyday life?

How can you do God's will in




GOSPEL

Many arfists have painted this moving scene described by
Luke in today’s gospel. Mary has made a difficult journey
through the hill country to be with her relative Elizabeth, who is
several months pregnant. The young woman, bearing in her
body the Savior, and the older woman, carrying John the

Think of a time when you

helped someone. How were you
blessed?

Baptist, embrace each other with tears and laughter. Elizabeth recognizes Mary’s true identity as
“the mother of my Lord.” She calls Mary “blessed” three times. Mary is blessed because she

trusted that the Lord's words to her would come frue.

Mary went to help Elizabeth. Mary then had a happy and joyful experience and was blessed by

her cousin.

Think of a time when you helped someone. How were you blessed?

Did you recognize some of the words in this reading as part of the Hail Mary?

Pray together now:

Leader: Blessed Mary, help us fo be more willing frust the Lord's word’s ro us.

All: Hail Mary, full of grace. ..



St. John of Kanty
Dec. 23"

.

John was born at Kanty in Poland and was the son of good
country folk. Seeing how infelligent their son was, they sent him
to the University of Krakow. He was a biriliont student who
became a priest, a tfeacher, and a preacher.

He was also well-known for his great love of the poor. Once he
was eating in the university dining hall. At the beginning of the
meal, he happened to see a beggar passing by the window.
Immediately, he jumped up and gave the man his dinner.

Some people became very jealous of St. John's success as a
teacher and preacher. His enemies finally told lies about him
and managed to have him sent to a parish as a pastor. Here, he
put his whole heart intfo the new life.

At first, however, things did not go well at all. The people did not
like St. John much, because John was ferribly afraid of the
responsibility, although he tried to do his best.

But he did not give up, and he finally won the hearts of his
parishioners. He was a serious man, and humble but all the poor knew him well because of his
kindness. By the time he was called back to the university, the people of his parish loved him
dearly. They went part of the way with him.

In fact, they were so sad to see him go that he had to tell them: “This sadness does not please
God. If  have done any good for you in all these years, sing a song of joy.”

Back in Krakow, St. John taught Bible classes and again became a very popular teacher. He
was invited to the homes of rich nobles. Still, however, he gave everything he had to the poor
and dressed very poorly himself.

Once he wore an old black habit, called a cassock, to a banquet. The servants refused to let
him in. St. John went home and changed into a new one. During the dinner, someone spilled a
dish of food on the new cassock. "Never mind,” said the saint with good humor, "my cassock
deserves some food, anyway, because without it, | wouldn't have been here at all.”

St. John lived to be eighty-three. Again and again during all those years he cleaned out
everything he owned to help the poor. He slept little and that too on the floor. He did not eat
any meat and ate only just enough to live.

When people burst into tears on hearing that he was dying, he said, “Don't worry about this
prison which is decaying. Think of the soul that is going to leave it.” He died in 1473.
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